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Th E Idea of annexing a ſhort biogra- 
phical Account to the engraved Portrait of 
General Buonaparte was propoſed with a 
view to eſtabliſh the propriety of the Em- 
blems by. which it is, accompanied. An op- 
portunity that afterwards, occurred of ob- 
taining, rom authentic Papers the Proofs 
neceſſary 17 this purpoſe, decided the In- 
es The Pictife from which, che pre- 
fent Engraving is taken was painted, at Ve- 
rona, in February 1796 by Signor F. Cof- 
fa, an eminent Artiſt of that place. Sub- 
joined are tranſlated Extracts from a letter 
written by the. Painter to his friend at Mi- 
lan, through, whom. Coſſſa was employed 
on the occaſion, and. by, whom I Manner 
was 8, Foryrdsd | to England. * 


n Should 


Should any perſons be diſpoſed to look 
on this Publication as undertaken from 
party motives, they will do great injuſtice 
to the Writer, who is an enthuſiaſtic ad- 
mirer of the Britiſh Conſtitution and of 
the illuſtrious Monarch whoſe many Virtues 
give ſplendour to the Throne of theſe King- 
doms. £3 


May 19th, 1798. 
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„Wirt his you will rev ki 

Portrait of the Illuſtrious Buonapay : which 
1 hope will prove as agreeable to the Lady as 
to you my dear Friend, who have procured 
me the Honour of this Pleaſing Comthiſfion. 
All ' thoſe who have ſeen it flatter me fo 
much as fo make me think it a great reſem- 
blance. Vou Gentlemen of Milan will 
equally aſcertain it—and give your Judg- 
ment. Tf the ſhortneſs of the time had not 
prevented me, I ſhould have attempted 
ſomething more worthy of the ſubject.— 
As to the dreſs, I have done nothing more 
Mo 


CS) 

than ſhown the form of the Buſt—a Frock 
with a White collar, and lining, with an. 
Epaulette on the left Shoulder was the Uni- 
form of the Day, and is (as I have: been 
told) the Dreſs of the F ield—perhaps at 
Milan you have ſeen him in a General's 
Uniform. The 14th, at noon, he arrived 
with his ſuite of more than two hundred 
horſe in this Town, and as a report was 
ſpread of his ſetting out immediately for 
Baſſano, I reſolved to write him a Note in- 
treating leave to ſpeak to him.—1 ſent him 
the packet of Madame Buonaparte, telling 
him I ſhould not ſtir from Home without 
his order ſoon after, one of his Adju- 


tants came with a Gentleman of this 


Tawn, with an Invitation from the Gene- 
ral, who did me the Honour to aſk me to 
dine with him. The Officer adviſed me 
to take my pencil, in order to take his 
Likeneſs as well as I could, becauſe he 
could not give me more. than half an hour 
before and after dinner. I anſwered I could 
do it as well on Canvaſs as on Fu. it 


he would allow me two r 


No Having tka up pa Box ol Colony 


1 Went. with thoſe Gentlemen to Genepal 
Vi A 3 Buonaparte, 


* 


646) 
Buonaparte, who received me with great 
politeneſs and goodneſs, and told me he was 


very forry that his immediate departure 


would not allow him to do justice to my 


Abilities nor to the Perſon who aſked for 


his Picture —but as it was to comply with 
the commands of a Lady for whom he had 
a great eſteem, he would force time and 
make - impoſſibility poſſible. © Then aſking 
me to make uſe of the few moments that 
remained before Dinner, I quickly began the 
Portrait which you ſee; at a quarter paſt 
two o'clock. I had laid in the Head and 
| figure, and at three o'dock' the Dinner be- 
ing' finiſhed, I again began to paint, with 
good Spirits—becauſe 1 ſaw that they were 
much pleaſed with the work already done. 


As I had uſed a great deal of drying oil, - 


found that the Colours of the head began 
to fink—ſ0 that I could paint over it with- 
out inconvenience 3 and in little more than an 
hour I was able to fix the Phiſiognomy cor- 
rely, with the expreſſion of thought which 
I know to be trait of his Character. At 
laſt, and when the hour of departure came, 
[ took Courage to aſk permiſſion to follow 
him to Vicenza atid to Baſſino—in order to 
gi a few more touches to the Head, and 
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give it a finiſheil appearance. His aufen 
was, that nothing was more eaſy j that he 
ſhould ſtop ſome time at one or the other 


of choſe places, and that I might go with 


him in his Chaiſe, which would be ſaſe 
both in going arid teturning. We departed, 


and arri ved at $an- Bonifizio, betwixt. the 
Mountains of Caldeiro and Monte Bello, 


where a noiſe from the Summit would have 


made me tteruble if I had not been in ſuch 
good Company. Two Couriers, two Offi- 


cers, with fiſteen Dragoons, came to us, ſent 


by General Maſſena (who, was at Baſſano) 
with important diſpatches for Genetal Buo- 


naparte. We alighted, and a feu / minutes 
after the General told me I might go to 
ſleep till morning; but knowing there was 
mucb to do before we ſet out, and that 
after having breakfaſted he would give me 
the laſt ſitting, I got up at ſun-riſe—tired. 
at not having ſlept a moment from the 
noiſe of horſes who were continually com- 


ing and going. —Having prepared every 


thing as well as I could f went into the 
Room and found many Officers breakfaſt- 
ing according to the Cuſtoms of their 
Country—a little after I went to do the 


r found the General very gay and 
A 4 affable. 
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affable.—I was going to begin my work; 
when there arrived an Officer and ten 
D ragoons once more the General began 
to write and to diſpatch Officers and Cou- 
riers ; at laſt I did what the circumſtances 
allowed—and before I had permiſſion to 
go' the General had'ordered a chaiſe to con- 
duct me to Verona with an eſcort of four 
men on horſeback.— In ſhort, this is an 
account of ny Campaign with the French. 


* thought it neceſſary to give you an ac- 
count of all this, that you might excuſe me 
to the Lady and to thoſe who expected 
more and better from a Venetian Painter. 
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ANECDOTES, 
ON 


B1GN OR Carlo Buonaparte, father to 
the Hero of theſe pages, was of noble birth 
in the Iſland of Corſica and poſſeſſed a good 


Eſtate in Ajaccio, on its weſtern coaſt, 


where the family uſually reſided. ' He 


bore arms againſt the French in ſupport of 


the Liberty of his country, but finally 
ſubmitted to the yoke, not being allowed, 
as many others were, to follow his friend 
General de Paoli*, Some years after, he 


The warmth of his attachment to the General 


continued, however, after their Separation, and hay- 
ing at one time diſcovered a Plot ch French Cabinet 
to have General de Paoli aſſaſſinated in England, he 
quitted Corſica and went into Tuſcany, in ſearch of 
ſome Engliſh Traveller to whom he might confide the 
ſecret warning. The preſent Lord Dunſtainyille was 


the confidential Bearer of this Intelligence. 
hs >. wy A 5 | was 


10 ) 
was elected a ork of the Corſican Nobi- 
lity to the late King of France, and died 
before the French Revolution, being at that 
time Procurator of his native town. 


— 


Generel Napoleano Buonaparte ., the ſe- 
cond Son of this gentleman, was born in 
the year 1767 at Corte, a central town in 
the Iſland of Corſica, a temporary reſi- 
dence of the family. He was early ſent 
by his Parents to the Military Academy in 
Paris, where none but thoſe of Noble birth 
were admitted, and from which ſuch as 
manifeſted the greateſt ability were always 
choſen for the Artillery. To every branch 
of the Military art, Buonaparte ſhowed a 
ſtrong partiality, as well as for the Claſhes. 
Plutarch in particular was ſo great a favour- 
ite as to be his conſtant companion, and, at 
a very early period, he began a work on the 
ſame plan, containing the Lives of ſueh of 
his countrymen as had diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves 1 in the noble, though unſucceſsful, 


| -- 
The true orthography of this Name is certainly 


Bonaparte; but as all his diſpatches that have been 
publiſhed have the Dipthong, and as this point was not 
aſcertained till after the engraving of the Portrait and 
accompaniments, it has been adopted here. TD 

dT). ſtruggles 
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ſtruggles for Corlican Independence. While 
he was at this Seminary, .and quite: a boy, 
he obtained permiſſion to witneſs the aſ- 
cent of the firſt. of Mongalfier's Balloons 
that was announced to carry a human being 
into the regions of the clouds. The con- 
templation of ſo bold an undertaking filled 
his young mind with ambition to ſhare in 
the glory it promiſed, and he made the 

moſt. preſſing ſolicitations for permiſſion to 
aſcend. His entreaties, however, being 
rejected, and being jealous that any other 
ſhould enjoy a diſtinction denied to him, 
he drew his ſword, and cut open the Bal; 
loan, to the great aſtoniſhment and: vexa, 


tion of the. crowds. aſſembled on the e 


ſion , 


The preciſe time of Buonaparte's en- 
trance into the Army could not be aſcer- 
tained; but it is certain that in 1790 he 
was a Lieutenant in a Corps of Artillery 
then ſtationed. at Valence in Dauphine, and 
that he was ſoon | aftew.,zgade Captain 


in dhe ſame Corps In this year enen | 


il This ate. is | given on the authority af 7 
| yery reſpertatye EO now in England, 15 50 


(12 ) 

de Paoli returned through -Fronce to his na- 
tive country and was accompanied by Buona- 
parte (his Godſon), who though ſo young 
eontributed more than any other to extend 
the French Revolution to Corſica. Early 
in 1792 he was elected Lieutenant Colonel 
Commandant of a Corfican corps of Na- 
tional Guards then on duty in Ajaccio, and 
in the month of April, while acting in this 
capacity, he ventured to reſiſt the orders, 
and even the arms, of the Commander of 
the place who, as well as the French officers 
then with him, were violent partiſans of the 
old deſpotic ſyſtem. They excited à riot in 
the place, through their own agents, and 
under this ptetence made an attempt, though 
unſucceſsfully, to drive him and his Corps 
from their ſtation, FE 


' Their ſcheme having failed, it was deter- 
mined to bring him to a Court Martial for 
diſobedience to a ſuperior officer, and like- 
wife on ſuſpicion of being the author of an 
addreſs to tho Fretich ſoldiers in conſequence 
of which they abſolutely refuſed" to tum 
their arms againſt the Corſicans. On this 
occaſion Buonaparte would "certainly have 
been ſacrificed, but that the real author of 

Fw the 


. 

the addreſs came forwards and thus diſap- 
pointed the malice of his enemies. After 
this he went to Paris to bring home his eldeſt 
ſiſter from the aboliſhed convent of St. Cyre, 
where ſhe had been educated, and on his 
return received a ſevere wound from an 
officer, of his own corps of artillery, for 
no other reaſon than his being attached to the 
principles of the Revolution. 


In the beginning of 1793 he went ſecond 
in command of one of the two diviſions of 
the French army deſtined to act againſt Sar- 
dinia. The firſt under the Corſican General 
Caſabianca was to make a deſcent on the 
ſouth of the Iſland near Cagliari, while the 
other was directed to invade the north, under 
the orders of Colonna Ceſari, likewiſe a 
Corfican. Buonaparte made good a landing, 
and took poſſeſſion of the Iſland Magdalena 
which lies in the Channel between Corfica 
and Sardinia, where he had a new oppor- 
tunity of ſhowing his courage and ability. 
For the French ſoldiers and failors that ac- 
companied him, not having been uſed to the 
ſtrict diſcipline he required, roſe into mutiny 
as ſoon as they had landed him and his own 
corps, and ſtood out to ſea, | In this difficult 
Sto ſituation, 


„ 
ſituation, however, the General maintained 
himſelf with his ſmall band till the mutineers 
ſo far returned to à ſenſe of duty as to ap- 
proach the Iſland once more aig take him 
. been ene 1 7 


= Do hid return from this unſucceſsful ex- 
peldlition , he joined with great warmth in 
the univerſal indignation excited in his 
countrymen by a decree of the French Con- 
vention againſt General de Paoli T. All the 
conſtituted authorities of the Iſland ſent re- 
monſtrances to France for the repeal of this 
decree; and that ſent by the Municipality of 
Ajaccio was written by General Buonaparte. 
In it he dwelt much on the abſurdity of ſup- 

poſing that General de Paoli would ſtain his 
high character by contributing to reſtore the 
Deſpotiſm of the French Monarchy under 
which he had ſuffered an exile of twenty 
years, and pointed out the improbability 
that, after a long reſidence in England, he 
ſhould be ſo far ignorant of the principles 
of honour and independence entertained by 
that nation as to think of purchaſing an in- 


»The event of this attempt made by the French on 
Sardinia i is Well known and need not be here ſtated. 

F Paſſed in April of this year, 1799393. 
„i * 
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creaſe of its eſteem by an act of treaſon 1 


his country. 


q * ſpite of theſe inſtances of a noble — 
in Buonaparte, the intrigues of a man, who 
had formerly been ſupported and cloathed 
by his father, raiſed the popular indignation 
againſt him, and he, together with the 
whole of his family, was forced to quit 
Ajaccio for fear of being ſeized and impri- 
ſoned, as had been already attempted. They 
took refuge in the ſmall town of Calir, ſtill 
poſſeſſed by the French, and thence Fa 
to Toulon *. 


The Engliſh ſoon after this having made 
themſelves maſters of Toulon, Buonaparte, 
in the ſiege of that place which followed, 
was charged with the direction of the artil- 
lery, and contributed in no ſmall degree to 
the final evacuation. of it by the Britiſh 
forces. After the recovery of Toulon he 
was ſent to the army of Italy as Adjutant 
en be. not being of a Ace 


* The report of Buonaparte having, while i in Cor- 
ſica, made an offer of his ſeryice to the Britiſh Go» 
vernment is wholly untrue. v7 
11 to 


( 16 ) 
to execute the enormities required by the 
French Government, then under | Robe- 
ſpierre, he rendered himſelf ſuſpected, and 
was, conſequently, recalled and arreſted. 
He, however, eſcaped the guillotine by the 
death of this monſter *, whoſe bloody reign 
makes us Jook on the crimes of Nero and 
Domitian with diminiſhed horror. 


From that Period he e wholly in- 
active till September 1795, when the Inſur- 
rection of the Sections gave him an oppor- 
tunity to exhibit his military talents even in 
Paris. General Gentili r, who was charged 


with the Defence of the Convention on the 
night of its being attacked, declined it on 
account of a deafneſs which then affected 
him, and Buonaparte was choſen in his 
place. In this ſituation he conducted him- 
ſelf with ſuch ability that General Barras, 
in his report to the Convention the next 
morning, told them it was owing to 'the 
military talents of Buonaparte that they were 
in ſafety. In conſequence of this, when 
Barras was elected into 1 neg. the 


en 1794 
t A Corſican, well Ci in-Eogland, 


Com- i 


„ | 
Command of the Parifian Army was given 
to the Defender of the Conventions NE 


The trnfathibes of e ate he 
left this command for that in Italy are well 
known to the world. He has evinced the 
talents of a great General by a ſeries of un- 
interrupted ſucceſſes againſt the beſt ap- 
pointed armies the Emperor of Germany 
ever ſent into the field, and though his 


force was generally inferior he made up the 


deficiency by the vigour and promptitude of 
his operations. One great and important 
benefit has reſulted to mankind from theſe 
viktories of Buonaparte, in the deſtruction 


of the Papal Dominion; and, though the 


ſufferings of individuals muſt always be re- 
| the lovers of Pure Chriſtianity will 
xejoice to ſee hurled from the rock of its 
fancied ſecurity a power which has for cen- 
turies debaſed the minds of ſurrounding 
nations by its fetters, and blaſphemed the 
Deity by its ſuperſtitions and its hypocriſy. 
He has likewiſe been concerned in many 
negociations which have all terminated to 
the ad vantage of his Government, and it is 
no inconſiderable proof of his addreſs the 


having managed to conclude preliminary 


Articles 
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Articles of Pacification between the Emperor 
and France at a time when, by the ſucceſſes 
of the Counts Laudhon and Meerfelt, a 
delay of a tew days might have laid Buona- 
bene and his army at the mercy of the | 
An Prince Charles. ns LE: 


General Bucnaparte. 1 of a ſerious diſ- 
politics; reſerved as to his deſigns but prompt 
and vigorous in executing tbem. That he 
maintained a high diſcipline in his army is 8 
proved no leſt by various teſtimonies than 
by the atrocities committed in Italy ſince he 
left the command, and he puniſhed with the 
greateſt ſeverity every one, not excepting his 
brother, againſt whom any juſt complaints 
were made. The humanity of his character 
was / manifeſted towards the unfortunate 
French Emigrants who fell into his hands, 
many of whom were ſupplied with moncy 
from his private purſe, others thraugh his 
interference were permitted to feturn to 
France, and the prieſts and friars were by 
his orders admitted into the Italiau converts. 
and ſupported by them. His love ſor the : 
arts has been proved by his wiſh to obtain 2 
their moſt valuable productions for his 6 | 
adopted country, while his favourite taſte 


for 


(„ 


for the claſſics induced him earneſtly to ſo- 
licit thoſe manuſcript copies of many claſſi- 


cal authors which were collected and reviſed 
by the celebrated Petrarch. The great con- 


ſideration with which he has uniformly 


treated all profeſſors of the arts and ſciences 
is univerſally known, 


That a man endowed like Buonaparte 
ſhould have joined from principle in the 
French Revolution at its commencement is 


perfectly to be looked for, as that event 


ſeemed calculated to promote the happineſs 
of a great and populous nation, but it will 


remain for ſome future biographer toſhow by 


what inducements ſuch a character could be 
prevailed on to give the moſt extenſive ſup- 


port to a Government that has broke through 


every law by which civilized nations feel 
themſelves bound, even in the times of their 
greateſt inveteracy, that has conſtantly vio- 
lated the moſt ſacred principles of juſtice in 
its own country—a Government whoſe ob- 
jects are devaſtation and plunder, and which 
has aſtoniſhed and paralized Europe by the 
magnitude of its ambition and its crimes. 
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THE Emblems hich accompany 1 the Portrait 
of General Buonaparte, it will be obvious, al | on” 
Hide 40 ine Deſirudtion' of the'Papal Tyrann of 
und Superſtition, as exprefſed 'by the Tiara, _ 4 
Fetters and Monkiſh Cowl ; to his love of Lite- EY 
' rature and the Arts, by the Book, Lyre, Pallet, 
Ac. and to the Skill of his Military Operations, 
by the\ Bü of Wiſdom perched en his Trun. 
cheon. ' His. Sword is crowned. with civic PR 
wreath, and: the Sun ning in the Alps makes 


| the ; back ground. „„ 
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